Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 213489 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-OO AGRE-00 L-03 FRB-03 OMB-01 
ITC-01 SP-02 USIA-06 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 OIC-02 SIL-01 STR-04 
TRSE-00 CEA-01 SS-15 /077 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/ORF/OFP/FPD-JRICHARDSON:ML 
APPROVED BY EB/ORF/OFP/FPD-JOHN A. BOYLE 
SDA/FAS - PMACKIE (SUBS) 

000257 071812Z/53 

R 071540Z SEP 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION GENEVA 
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TAGS: EAGR 

SUBJECT: PREPARATORY MEETING FOR RENEGOTIATION OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL OLIVE OIL AGREEMENT SEPTEMBER 19-30, 1977, 

GENEVA 

1 . SEPTEL ACCREDITS E. KOENIG AND B. SIMMONS AS OBSERVERS 
TO THE SUBJECT MEETING. 

2. THIS PREPARATORY MEETING IS EXPECTED TO CONSIDER THE 
PROBLEMS REGARDING EXTENSION OR RENEWAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
OLIVE OIL AGREEMENT AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE RE- 
NEGOTIATION CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN GENEVA (MARCH 28 TO 
APRIL 4. 1978). THE U.S. IS NOT A SIGNATORY TO THE CURRENT 
AGREEMENT, HAS MAINTAINED A LOW PROFILE AT PREVIOUS IOOC 
MEETINGS, AND WISHES TO CONTINUE SUCH PARTICIPATION AT THIS 
MEETING. THEREFORE, U.S. OBSERVERS SHOULD AVOID BEING 
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DRAWN INTO SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS. SIGNIFICANT DEVELOP- 
MENTS SHOULD, OF COURSE BE FULLY REPORTED, AND ALL DOCU- 
MENTATION FORWARDED TO WASHINGTON. 

3. FYI. AT THE FIRST UNCTAD PREPARATORY MEETING (JUNE 1977) 

ON VEGETABLE OILS, INCLUDING OLIVE OIL AND OILSEEDS THE 
USG STATED ITS POSITION THAT ANY REVIEW OF THIS SECTOR 
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SHOULD INCLUDE OLIVE OIL. SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES ARGUED 
THAT OLIVE OIL SHOULD BE SEGREGATED FROM SUCH REVIEW. 
SINCE THE U.S. POSITION IS ALREADY ON RECORD IN UNCTAD; 

WE ARE ONLY OBSERVERS TO THE IOOC; AND OUR VIEW DOES NOT 
AFFECT EITHER THE IOOC ONGOING DELIBERATIONS OR THE 
FORMULATION OF A NEW IOOA, WE SEE NO GAIN IN REITERATING 
THE U.S. POSITION REGARDING OLIVE OIL IN THE IOOC FORUM. 

3. IF PRESSED IN CORRIDOR CONVERSATIONS REGARDING THE 
U.S. POSITION ON OLIVE OIL, THE U.S. OBSERVERS MAY REPEAT 
THE VIEW ALREADY EXPRESSED IN UNCTAD. AT THE SAME TIME 
IT SHOULD BE MADE PLAIN THAT THIS VIEW DOES NOT GO COUNTER 
TO THE AIMS OF THE IOOC OR THE FORMULATION OF A NEW IOOA. 
END FYI. VANCE 
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GENEVA 

1 . SEPTEL ACCREDITS E. KOENIG AND B. SIMMONS AS OBSERVERS 
TO THE SUBJECT MEETING. 

2. THIS PREPARATORY MEETING IS EXPECTED TO CONSIDER THE 
PROBLEMS REGARDING EXTENSION OR RENEWAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
OLIVE OIL AGREEMENT AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE RE- 
NEGOTIATION CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN GENEVA (MARCH 28 TO 
APRIL 4. 1978). THE U.S. IS NOT A SIGNATORY TO THE CURRENT 
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AGREEMENT, HAS MAINTAINED A LOW PROFILE AT PREVIOUS IOOC 
MEETINGS, AND WISHES TO CONTINUE SUCH PARTICIPATION AT THIS 
MEETING. THEREFORE, U.S. OBSERVERS SHOULD AVOID BEING 
DRAWN INTO SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS. SIGNIFICANT DEVELOP- 
MENTS SHOULD, OF COURSE BE FULLY REPORTED, AND ALL DOCU- 
MENTATION FORWARDED TO WASHINGTON. 

3. FYI. AT THE FIRST UNCTAD PREPARATORY MEETING (JUNE 1977) 

ON VEGETABLE OILS. INCLUDING OLIVE OIL AND OILSEEDS THE 
USG STATED ITS POSITION THAT ANY REVIEW OF THIS SECTOR 

SHOULD INCLUDE OLIVE OIL. SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES ARGUED 
THAT OLIVE OIL SHOULD BE SEGREGATED FROM SUCH REVIEW. 

SINCE THE U.S. POSITION IS ALREADY ON RECORD IN UNCTAD; 

WE ARE ONLY OBSERVERS TO THE IOOC; AND OUR VIEW DOES NOT 
AFFECT EITHER THE IOOC ONGOING DELIBERATIONS OR THE 
FORMULATION OF A NEW IOOA, WE SEE NO GAIN IN REITERATING 
THE U.S. POSITION REGARDING OLIVE OIL IN THE IOOC FORUM. 

3. IF PRESSED IN CORRIDOR CONVERSATIONS REGARDING THE 
U.S. POSITION ON OLIVE OIL, THE U.S. OBSERVERS MAY REPEAT 
THE VIEW ALREADY EXPRESSED IN UNCTAD. AT THE SAME TIME 
IT SHOULD BE MADE PLAIN THAT THIS VIEW DOES NOT GO COUNTER 
TO THE AIMS OF THE IOOC OR THE FORMULATION OF A NEW IOOA. 

END FYI. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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